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Music is an entitlement of each child.  At Holy Family Primary School the teaching of music contributes to the whole school aim to develop all the children to the best of their ability.  We recognise the value of teaching music to enrich the children’s lives during their school years and beyond.  Music contributes to spiritual, moral and social development.

Music is taught in each class and is a practical activity.  A wide variety of instruments including tuned and natural percussion are available to use in the Computer Room beside the ICT suite.  
All children have access to instruments.  Teachers provide opportunities for singing, listening, playing, composing and appreciating live and recorded music.

1) Overall Aims
1)
Develop musical ability.

2)
Promote self-confidence and sense of enjoyment.

3)
Develop awareness of musical concepts through a variety of experiences.

4)
Promote independence with music composition in cooperation with others.

5)
Encourage respect and appreciation of traditional music (both local and foreign).

6)
Provide opportunities for active participation.

These aims are met by providing an enjoyable and varied experience with music throughout the academic year.

It is recognised that music contributes to other curricular areas. These being:

· Language development.

· Develops gross motor skills
· Develops a feel for pattern, pulse and rhythm.

· Adds to spiritual well-being.
· Expression of emotion.
· Develops creativity, self-confidence and self-esteem.
· Builds self-esteem

These are extremely important elements in children’s overall development.
2) Organisation
The school has a peripatetic violin and brass tutor who works with a small group each week.  
Pandy Walsh teaches guitar during two afternoon sessions each week to Primary Six and Seven Pupils. 
Tin whistle lessons take place one day each week
Harp lessons take place one afternoon each week.
The Traditional Group meet once per week.
Choir training takes place twice each week, one harmony session followed by the full choir.  
The school aims to promote a high standard of performance for participation all events.
The amount of time devoted to music varies form class to class.  We aim to provide:

· Daily musical activities in P1 and P2.

· Short frequent sessions in P3 and P4.

· One session each week in KS2 through assemblies/choir and other forms.

3)  Teaching Strategies
In Holy Family we ensure that we adapt our teaching style to meet the needs of the individual child.  As there are many different abilities within each classroom.  This can only be done by differentiating the learning for the children.  In the Foundation stage, music will form a lot of the day’s activities through informal situations including good morning songs and songs for the teaching and learning of other curriculum areas.  As the children get older, we expect that the children will listen longer and be able to concentrate of extended pieces of music.  

We aim to Holy Family Primary School will provide opportunities for music education through singing, listening and performing activities.

· Short spontaneous sessions, alongside structured timetable sessions.
· Grouping the children according so that appropriate help is given

· Use appropriate resources, for example a sound table/box or area in each room (foundation stage) where children can explore sound.
· Children will be involved in musical activities as a whole class, in groups, individually and during play.  Respond to their own and other children’s music making and performing.

· Listen to live and recorded music inside and outside school.

· Sing and play during assembly or other occasions.

· Promote EMU and appreciation of cultural heritage.
4)  Music Curriculum Aims
· At the end of KS1, children should have a repertoire of songs, nursery rhymes, seasonal and action songs, echo and refrain songs.

· An experience of moving to music by using vocal and body sounds e.g. tapping, shaking and scraping everyday objects to from a sense of rhythm and pitch can be developed.

· Through the use of percussion instruments the ability to handle and use correctly and respond to the speed and shape of the music.

· Develop listening skills and quiet listening to short extracts of music.

· Teachers will be encouraged to have a music area in their classroom and to keep evidence of the children’s experiences – photographs or recordings.
All children should be involved in musical activities as a whole class, in groups, individually and/or during play.  During play, children should be able to choose to explore and create sounds in a music corner.
5)  Performing
· Sing in tune with expression and good diction, both individually and in a group.  Singing should be a daily activity.

· Develop a sense of rhythm through response to music, walking, skipping, running tiptoe and develop rhythmic patterns of names and simple phrases from such everyday things such as animals, places, nursery rhymes.

· An awareness of high and low sounds and a sense of pulse.

· Handle, use various kinds of pitched and non-pitched percussion instruments.

· Provide experiences to ensure experimentation with sounds and using percussion as accompaniment to music.
6. Music in the Foundation Stage and KS1

The children in the foundation stage should experience music everyday through a variety of lessons as well as having explicit music lessons.  Songs should form most part of the children’s music experiences as they should be given opportunities to sing in order to enhance their learning and their remembering skills.  As well as singing, children in the foundation stage should be able to listen to music every day, this should include a variety of songs and short pieces of music exclusively for enjoyment purposes.
7. Key Stage Two
· At the end of KS2, all children should have opportunities to listen to and make music.  They should be involved in listening, singing, moving rhythmically and expressively to music.

· Pupils are given opportunities to plan and present music both in class or for Assembly or at Mass

· To make music.

· To listen to music covering a range of moods, purposes and cultures and a little of the history of some composers.

· To learn the elements of music

· To create own music through the use of ICT programmes e.g. garage band
· Musical elements may be reinforced through programmes such as: Musical Mysteries age 7 – 11 BBC.

8.  Monitoring

a) The music co-ordinator is responsible for providing the school with: 

· Monitor the effective delivery of the requirements of the National Curriculum.

· A written policy.
· Continued progression in skills for all age groups (P1-P7).
· Ensuring all staff are informed of current practice and techniques.
· Feedback from external courses.

· Ensuring resources are maintained.  

b) The music co-ordinator will monitor the music in both Key Stages, supporting teachers with regard to any aspect of the teaching of music to their classes.

Simple targets for each Key stage will be set at the beginning of the school year
9. Music and Art

Both of these subject areas are under the arts area of learning which shows that there is an obvious link between music and art.  The children should be able to develop their creativeness through this area of learning.  They are both another form of communication and can inspire their personal development.  The children are able to express their feeling and what they hear in the music through pictures and imagery.

10.  Music and Literacy

Music can be developed when used appropriately through literacy.  Children should be able to gain a further understanding into rhyme and rhythm through making the connection between songs and rhyming poems.  The children will have an increased awareness on rhythm and pulse and become more able to distinguish between when looking at the pulse in poems and the rhythm of the words.  Music can also be used to develop the children’s language skills by paying attention to diction and to meaning of the lyrics of the song.  A classroom of discussion, writing and communication can be stimulated through music.  

11. Music and Numeracy

There are common links also between music and numeracy and it is often said that talents in music are reflected in numeracy vice versa.  The children will gain a further understanding into patterns and processes as this is evident when observing the structure and form of music.  Children will also need to count the beat and be able to keep a steady beat and music is closely linked to the topic of length as the children will look at long and short sounds in the environment and in the music.  
12. Music and ICT

Children should be able to use ICT in order to enhance their music lessons.  This should be through listening, performing, working creatively with music and recording music.  Children should be able to use a range of technology in order to support the teaching and learning of music.

13.  Music and PDMU

Through working in groups and pairs children will be able to develop their team work skills.  One of the common goals of music is to ensure that children are able to work effectively together and share ideas and communicate their thoughts effectively.  The children will also get opportunities to work individually which will ensure that the children gain independence for their own learning and self-confidence.  Participation in performances both within and outside of the classroom can be some of the most memorable school experiences for children and so it is vital that the children have many performance opportunities.
13. Music and PE

One of the key areas of physical education is dance and children will learn to move to the beat of music which will increase their awareness of rhythm and pulse in music.  

14. Music and Religion 

As one of the most important links for children is the home, school parish links, music and religion will commonly used together. Children will have opportunities to perform in choir and the traditional group at various sacraments within the school.  The children will also come together to learn various religious hymns for other aspects of the school life including school masses, the Christmas Carol Service, special events and all other opportunities to provide music in the community.  The music provided in the Grow in Love programme will also be used regularly in class assemblies and within the classroom.  Religion through the medium of music ensures that the children receive a broad and balanced curriculum and positive religion experiences.  
15.  Music and World Around Us

Music can also be taught through the area of the word around us as when the children are learning about various places in the world or about different eras, the children can gain a better understanding of the country or the history through studying and listening to the music that is or was popular at these times in these places. Children can also look at various composers and learn about their life through the area of world around us.

16. Additional Music Teaching 

We aim to provide instrumental tuition for pupils in our school.  Unfortunately, due to our large numbers, children will need to go through aural tests and simple music tasks in order to be able to receive music tuition.  These extra lessons will be available for children in year four to year seven.  There will be peripatetic tuition for strings, violin, tin whistle and harp and in brass, trumpet, trombone and clarinet.  We also provide guitar lessons.  However, all children will be encouraged to play an instrument outside of school.  

17. Resources

One of the most important resources in the teachers who will become the provider of the musical opportunities within and outside of the classroom.  The teacher should be fully informed in terms of subject knowledge and fully prepared with resources including instruments, music, songs and activities for the lesson.  It is the teacher’s role to deliver interactive and engaging lessons that are confidently presented to the children.  
The children in the foundation stage will be able to have access to musical percussion instruments during play.  This will allow the children to experiment and experience on their own terms with the instruments.  The children will be able to try different ways to play the instruments and learn about the various timbres of the percussion instruments.  The children will be asked to report back on their findings about the instruments during the plenary after play and during the questions children can discuss their findings.  Children in KS1 and 2 will also use these instruments during their frequently during their music lessons. The children will also explore their vocal and body sounds as well as instrumental sounds.  
There will be many opportunities for the children to perform their music and the children can become involved in either the choir or the traditional group.  Therefore, the children will require space and music to learn and practice together.  The children will use music stands for their music and the music coordinator will provide practicing opportunities for the pupils and the children will be able to meet together once a week and perform as a group.  The children will perform at different times of the year such as St. Patrick’s Day and Easter and see these as performance opportunities.  
As the children should be able to combine IT with their music lessons, the children will need to be able to use ICT equipment in order to record and listen to music.  These will include voice recorders, computers, CD’s etc.  The children will observe the teacher using these and the children will be given opportunities to use and manipulate the music equipment.  

18. Assessment

The learning objectives will be made explicit to the children through the use of WALT and WILF will be used in order to share with the children their success criteria.  Through using success criteria, children will know how to go about achieving the learning goad.  The teacher must encourage the children to use the musical vocabulary in order to describe the music effectively and to enhance their musical learning.  For assessment for learning, the teacher will observe, listen to and communicate with the children in order to assess their work.  The teacher will make informal judgements during the lesson and then at the end of the lesson a series of lessons the teacher will provide oral or written feedback.   In order to ensure that the children achieve the learning outcomes, they will then take the feedback into consideration and make improvements as appropriate.  The teacher should also provide opportunities for self-evaluation or asking groups of children to assess one another, discussing what they were successful in doing and what they need to make improvements to.  At the end of the year, the teacher will write a report on how the children have progressed throughout the year and the areas in which they can continue to work on.  

19. Monitoring and Review

The music coordinator will be responsible for ensuring the quality of teaching and learning throughout the school and across all age groups.  Resources should be provided to those teachers who are not confident the teaching and learning of music.  The subject leader should also become informed in any updates or nay new resources or books which will help to engage the teaching and learning of music.  An annual summary report should outline the strengths of the music provision in the school and any weaknesses notified from any teacher or child.  These should be taken on board for further development.  The music coordinator should have the opportunity to observe the teaching and learning of music across the years within the school to ensure that the pupils needs are being met.  
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